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aptly described by former colleague Eva Clay-
ton as ‘‘the moral conscience of Congress on 
issues of hunger and poverty.’’ This bill to des-
ignate the ‘‘Tony Hall Federal Building and 
U.S. Courthouse’’ is a fitting tribute to the 
compassion and humanity with which Ambas-
sador Hall conducts his public service. 

I urge all of my colleagues to honor Tony 
Hall and to support H.R. 548.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of 
H.R. 548, to designate the Federal Building 
and United States courthouse at West 2nd 
Street in Dayton, Ohio, as the ‘‘Tony Hall Fed-
eral Building and United States Courthouse.’’ 

Our former colleague Tony Hall, the rep-
resentative of the 3rd District of Ohio for near-
ly 24 years, continues to serve as the United 
States ambassador to the United Nations food 
and agriculture agencies located in Rome, 
Italy, since his appointment by President Bush 
in 2002. As you may recall, Tony resigned his 
House seat to take up the ambassadorial post 
in Rome, where he is continuing his pas-
sionate work as a leading advocate for ending 
hunger and promoting food security around 
the world. 

I want to thank Congressman DAVID HOB-
SON of Ohio for introducing H.R. 548 to honor 
Tony in his hometown of Dayton by attaching 
his name to the Federal building and court-
house there. It is an appropriate recognition 
for the nearly 24 years of service in the House 
and the 10 years of service in the Ohio Gen-
eral Assembly that Tony Hall provided to the 
people of Dayton and surrounding areas. 

I miss my dear friend Tony very much as 
our colleague in the House, but I know that he 
is absolutely the right person to be serving as 
the United States representative to the World 
Food Programme, the Food and Agriculture 
Organization, and International Fund for Agri-
cultural Development, all agencies of the 
United Nations which assist international hun-
ger-relief efforts. 

Tony Hall’s name is synonymous with the 
cause of alleviating hunger both domestically 
and worldwide. He believes that food is the 
most basic of human needs, the most basic of 
human rights. 

He passionately worked to convince others 
that the cause of hunger, which often gets lost 
in the legislative shuffle and pushed aside by 
more visible issues, deserved a prominent 
share of attention and resources to assist peo-
ple who are the most at risk and too often the 
least defended. 

He also worked as a tireless advocate for 
the cause of human rights around the world 
and focused his attention on the illicit diamond 
trade in Sierra Leone. He convinced me to 
travel with him to Sierra Leone in late 1999 to 
see how the machete-wielding rebels there in-
timidated men, women and children by hack-
ing off arms, legs, and ears. He led the effort 
in bringing to the attention of Congress the 
conflict, diamond trade and authoring legisla-
tion to certify that the diamonds Americans 
buy are not tainted with the blood of the peo-
ple of Sierra Leone and other African nations. 

We also traveled together in January 2002 
to Afghanistan with Congressman JOE PITTS 
as the first congressional delegation to that 
country after the launch of the war on ter-
rorism. We visited hospitals, an orphanage, 
schools, and refugee camps. We met with 
U.S. diplomats and soldiers; with local leaders 
and officials with direct responsibility for hu-
manitarian problems and refugees; with rep-

resentatives of United Nations and private re-
lief organizations; and in Pakistan with refu-
gees and members of religious minority 
groups. 

Tony is never deterred in his effort to help 
make a positive difference in the lives of suf-
fering people. In his years in Congress, he 
traveled to wherever the need arose and met 
with whomever he could to effect change, tak-
ing risks few would take, with his own comfort 
and safety never entering his mind. 

I believe Tony’s life destiny is to be a serv-
ant. During 1966 and 1967, he taught English 
in Thailand as a Peace Corps volunteer. 

He returned to Dayton to work as a realtor 
and small businessman for several years, but 
before long, he was elected to the Ohio House 
of Representatives where he served from 
1969 to 1972, and then to the Ohio Senate, 
serving from 1973 to 1978. On November 7, 
1978, Tony was elected to the House of Rep-
resentatives from the 3rd District of Ohio and 
served with distinction for over two decades. 

Tony Hall is an inspiration to everyone fortu-
nate enough to know him. He has a wonderful 
combination of compassion and passion filled 
with spiritual purpose—compassion to see the 
suffering in the less fortunate in the world and 
the passion to work to do something about it. 

I urge a unanimous vote in support of H.R. 
548, to recognize the dedicated public service 
of Tony Hall by naming the Federal building 
and courthouse in Dayton, Ohio, in his honor.

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of H.R. 4232 to designate the 
United States courthouse at 200 West 2nd 
Street, Dayton, Ohio, as the ‘‘Tony Hall Fed-
eral Building and United States Courthouse.’’

Ambassador Tony Hall served in Congress 
for 26 years before accepting an appointment 
to the United Nations Agencies for Food and 
Agriculture in Rome, Italy, where he oversees 
the World Food Program, the Food and Agri-
culture Organization and the International 
Fund for Agricultural Development. 

During his time as Member of Congress, in 
his pursuit to eliminate hunger worldwide, Am-
bassador Hall chaired the House Select Com-
mittee on Hunger and founded the Congres-
sional Hunger Center. Ambassador Hall has 
been nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize 
three times for his humanitarian efforts and his 
work to prevent hunger worldwide. Today we 
honor the compassion, faith, and commitment 
of the man who once raised public awareness 
and attention on hunger issues by fasting for 
over three weeks. 

I came to know of Ambassador Hall’s work 
through my role as Chair of the Ethiopian 
Caucus. He was the first Member of Congress 
to visit Ethiopia during the great famine of 
1984. Since then his commitment to Ethiopia 
has remained steadfast and he has suc-
ceeded in directing international aid and 
awareness to the dire hunger situation that the 
region faces. Much of the Caucus’ work is 
predicated on the foundation that he built and 
Ethiopians and the Ethiopian Caucus are in-
debted to him for his contributions to the re-
gion. 

Ambassador Hall possesses conviction and 
compassion befitting a public servant and we 
are fortunate that he represents the United 
States abroad. 

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, I’m proud to join 
my colleagues from Ohio in cosponsoring H.R. 
548, which will designate the Tony Hall Fed-
eral Building and United States Courthouse in 

his hometown of Dayton. I thank the gen-
tleman from Springfield, Mr. HOBSON, for intro-
ducing this legislation to honor our exemplary 
former colleague. 

Tony Hall continues to be a tireless advo-
cate for human rights around the world. His 
dedication to combating world hunger and 
helping the poor and needy made him the 
ideal choice to oversee the United Nations 
Agencies for Food and Agriculture, a job for 
which he was tapped in 2002. While we miss 
his leadership and friendship here in the 
House, we know that President Bush could 
not have picked a greater humanitarian or 
man of faith for this vital role. 

I was honored to serve with Tony for more 
than two decades, and was grateful for the 
leading role he played and the stellar example 
he provided to all of us. In 2000, when Ohio’s 
official State motto—‘‘With God All things Are 
Possible’’—was struck down by the courts, I 
was proud to join with Tony in a House resolu-
tion supporting our State’s expression of opti-
mism and faith. 

Mr. Speaker, this resolution is a fitting trib-
ute to a true public servant and Nobel Peace 
Prize nominee who has committed his life’s 
work to helping those in need. I urge all my 
colleagues to support this bill to honor our 
good friend and former colleague whose serv-
ice to others is an example for us all.

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, we have 
no more speakers at this time. Again, 
Mr. Speaker, I ask all my colleagues to 
support H.R. 548 in honor of Tony Hall 
and for what he has done for this Na-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BISHOP of Utah). The question is on the 
motion offered by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. SHUSTER) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 548. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H.R. 548 and H.R. 315, the measures 
just considered by the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
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